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Psyc 4311: Media and Behavior. It is the purpose of this class to examine the ways in which
individual consumers, society and various forms of media interact. We will look at outcomes
related to advertising effects, criminal behavior, sexuality and racial prejudice. Learning
outcomes (as measured by objective tests) include
1.) Students will be able to appraise and evaluate historical patterns of societal reaction
to media, including moral panic theory and the involvement of media in political and
social change. This will be measured via objective testing.
2.) Students will be able to evaluate research regarding how various forms of media do
and do not influence human behavior. This will be measured via objective testing.
3.) Students will be able to synthesize and evaluate emerging research on media effects
from a “sociology of media effects” view. This will be measured via objective testing
and participation in guided class discussions and other written assignments.

Cross-Listed with COMM 4311 and CR1J 4324

SCH: 3

Prerequisite: Completion of ANTH 2346 OR COMM 1311 OR CRIJ 1301 OR PSYC 2301 OR
SOCI 1311

Rationale: Course meets demand for electives in major and advanced general electives outside
of major. Course is being pilot tested as “special issues” this semester and demand has been high
(189 enrolled plus waitlist). Addresses issues important to contemporary society and fills a gap
in the discipline.
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